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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

In the Statement of Reasons for Allowance, the Examiner indicates that the claims are 
allowable because the prior art fails to disclose a bicycle/bicycle frame including a main frame, 
an articulating frame for supporting a rear wheel having a chain stay member pivotally supported 
relative to the main frame and a shock support member fixed for angular displacement with the 
chain stay member, a shock absorber having a first end pivotally supported at a first axis by the 
shock support member and a second end pivotally supported at a second axis by the main frame 
wherein the first axis is positioned above the second axis such that a longitudinal axis of the 
shock absorber slopes downwardly from the first end to the second end. 

The Examiner further states that the claims are allowable because the prior art fails to 
disclose a bicycle frame including a main frame, a chain stay member pivotally supported 
relative to the main frame at a first pivot axis, a link member pivotally supported relative to the 
main frame at a second pivot axis, a seat stay member pivotally supported by the chain stay 
member at a third pivot axis and the link member at a fourth pivot axis, a shock support member 
fixed for angular displacement with the chain stay member and defining a derailleur-mount 
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portion configured to support a front derailleur in an operable position relative to a pedal crank 
assembly carried by the main frame and a shock absorber pivotally supported by the shock 
support member at a fifth pivot axis and by the main frame at a sixth pivot axis. 

Applicants' submit that it is the entire combination of elements recited by any one of the 
allowable claims that is patentable over the prior art and disagree with the Statement to the extent 
that it implies that any single element, or combination of elements less than the entire claim, is of 
greater importance in distinguishing the prior art than any other element of the allowable claims. 
Furthermore, the Examiner's stated reasons are not the only reasons that the claims are allowable 
over the prior art. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 
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